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TOPICS 

• PAPPG Update 

• Collaborators & Other Affiliations Pilot 

• Research Terms & Conditions 

• Proposal Submission Modernization 

• NSF Electronic Research Administration Forum 

• NSF is Moving 



REVISED PAPPG IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

• Spring 2017: Federal Register 
for public comment. 

 

• Fall 2017: Release to the 
community. 

 

• Winter 2018: Effective date 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Process to put out draft and highlight changes and community respondsProcess allows us to get input before implementation.If there are things the community feels are a concern, it allows us to address those issues before it is released.  One of the few agencies that allows for this comment period before the document is released.Give you an opportunity to acclimate to the changes and ensure faculty are aware of what those changes are.



COLLABORATORS & OTHER AFFILIATIONS 
PILOT 

• NSF requires the use of a spreadsheet for submission of 
Collaborators & Other Affiliations Information. 

• Effective for proposals beginning April 24, 2017. 

• Consistent with current PAPPG guidance.  

• Submitted as a Single Copy Document (only seen by NSF staff) 

• Must be uploaded in .xlsx or .xls format. Do not convert to PDF 
prior to upload. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The COA pilot is aimed at standardizing COA information across the Foundation and ensuring that the information is submitted in a searchable format.COA used to identify conflicts for merit reviewSubmitted as a Single Copy Document – only seen by NSFHelps reduce burden on NSF program staff who currently must spend time to manipulate files that are non-searchableFastLane screens now include a link to the templateTemplate is fillable and has been tested in Excel, Google Sheets and LibreOfficeMust be uploaded in .xlsx or .xls format. Do not convert to PDF prior to upload.Required, but proposals will not be returned without review for not using it.Grants.gov proposals must still follow instructions in the G.gov Application Guide.NSF expects that a successful pilot will result in implementation in the next PAPPG.



RESEARCH TERMS & CONDITIONS UPDATE 

• The purpose of the activity was to develop a revised set of 
Research Terms and Conditions (RTC) to implement the 
Uniform Guidance.   

• The RTCs apply to research and research-related grants 
made by the participating agencies to institutions of higher 
education and non-profit organizations. 

• Update session scheduled tomorrow at 9 AM. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The RTCs in 2008 and 2011 were side-by-side comparisons with A-110.  When the UG came out the agencies scrambled to come up with solutions that worked for them. NSF went back to using the Grant General Conditions – GC-1.UG applies to all types of organizations but the RTCs just apply to Institutions of Higher Education and non-profits.



• PSM is a multi-year initiative to modernize the proposal 
submission capabilities currently in FastLane and 
implement new capabilities in Research.gov.  

• It aims to reduce the administrative burden to the research 
community and NSF staff  associated with preparation, 
submission, and management of proposals. 

• In FY 2017, NSF has focused on completing proposal 
section modernization concepts that incorporate feedback 
received by the community and NSF staff. 

• NSF is targeting a live PSM demo during the September FDP 
session. 

• Plans for next year include the launch of a series of pilots. 
 

 

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION MODERNIZATION (PSM) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Proposal system modernization is an effort that NSF launched in early FY16 – we’re looking to modernize the FastLane system and with help from the research communityNSF sent a survey in June 2015 to over 100,000 researchers and administrative staff and received over 16,000 responses. NSF analyzed the responses to guide the planning and design of future systemsSurvey goals are to gauge PI/SPO experience with the current proposal process More than 75% indicated that FastLane meets expectations40% reported that FastLane webpage layout is unintuitiveAround 10% of SPOs and 25% of PIs believe proposal preparation results in unreasonable burdenPSM seeks to reduce the administrative burden for the research community and NSF staff  associated with preparation, submission, and management of proposals. PSM’s vision includesModernize the IT that support the merit review process and the user experience;Reduce the administrative burden for the research community and NSF staff associated with preparation, submission, and management of proposals;Increase efficiencies in proposal preparation, submission, and management;Improve data quality; andCapture proposal content in a way that supports data analysis.This year, NSF has focused on completing proposal section modernization concepts that incorporate feedback received by the community and NSF staff.Next year, plans will include launching a series of pilot activities in R.gov.



• Initiative to gather opinions, perspectives and feedback 
around NSF ERA activities. 

• March 2017 Forum Webinar:  
 PSM Initiative: SPO and AOR Access and Activities 
 Forum Webinar Topic Priority: Proposal Automated Compliance Checking 
 Over 500 participants and nearly 100 Questions & Answers 

• How to Engage with the Forum: 
 Send questions and suggestions to nsferaforum@nsf.gov 
 Subscribe to the Listserv by sending an email to nsf-era-forum-subscribe-

request@listserv.nsf.gov 
 Visit the ERA Forum website at 

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp 
 

NSF ELECTRONIC RESEARCH 
ADMINISTRATION (ERA) FORUM 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A way to obtain faculty and administrator input on development of NSF systems.  Give us your input before we begin developing these systems.The Foundation is seeking to actively engage the user community to gather individual opinions and perspectives on Electronic Research Administration (ERA) activities, collect feedback and solicit user priorities and topics of interest as part of it’s effort to modernize proposal preparation and submission capabilities. March 2017 Forum WebinarThe discussion topics of the March 2017 webinar were determined based on what the NSF PSM team will be working on over the next few months. SPO and AOR functions are essential components of the overall NSF proposal preparation and submission process.  As such, obtaining the Forum’s opinion and perspective on this topic is critical to a successful roll-out. NSF is very much committed to reducing unreasonable administrative burden for the research community to the extent possible. Through PSM, we are modernizing our proposal preparation and submission activities with this objective in mind.We also shared a few updates on Proposal Automated Compliance Checking, which is a topic that the research community indicated a strong interest in via a post-Forum Webinar survey last year.The webinar had over 500 participants and generated over 100 questions, which our panelists answered in real time.How to Engage with the ForumWe have displayed our Forum email address, which you can use to provide any questions and feedback for the forum team’s consideration.If you would like to receive future Forum updates, please send an email to the Forum Listserv to subscribe. This is not a clickable URL and would not direct you to any website.Please visit the forum website to locate additional forum information and materials. Topics from the September webinar included:Recap of the proposal initiation workflow;Demonstration of the Budget and Budget Justification sections; andOverview and demonstration of a new “Personnel” section.We’re sharing notional screenshots and workflow examples and we need/want your feedback. Sign up for notifications and information about future plans. The previous webinars are archived on the site as well.

mailto:nsferaforum@nsf.gov
mailto:nsf-era-forum-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
mailto:nsf-era-forum-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp


PROPOSAL & AWARD POLICY NEWSLETTER 

• New quarterly newsletter 

• Stay abreast of policy and 
procedural developments 

• Next edition scheduled 
for May/June 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can sign up to receive notice of the newsletter and other NSF information of your choosing via the NSF Update mechanism.  Navigate to www.nsf.gov, click on the envelope icon under the “Follow Us” header.  To receive information about the Proposal and Award Policy newsletter, make sure you check the following boxes: Newsletters/Journals – All Newsletters/JournalsPublications: Policies and Procedures – All NSF Policies and Procedures



• NSF is moving from 
Arlington to Alexandria. 

• Scheduled data center 
relocation July 1-4 

• Phased move August – 
October 2017 

 

NSF IS MOVING – WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Relocation of NSF Data Center servers are scheduled to occur July 1‐4, 2017 (Saturday –Tuesday)Shutdown of systems begins on Friday, June 30, 2017 at 8:00 p.m.System shutdown continues until Tuesday, July 4, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. (estimated)ALL NSF business systems will be unavailable during this time (Research.gov/FastLane)Any ACM$ Payment Requests submitted after 12pm EDT on June 30th will not be processed for payment until systems become availableMore, detailed communication about this will commence in AprilPhased move beginning in late August through early October. There will be issues related to the following:Some deadline dates will be moved (some long standing dates may be affected);There will be a few days when systems will be down (dates still TBD);Review panels will be affected;Drawdowns will also be affected.Be on the lookout for more communication from NSF!
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