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Research Terms and Conditions 

• The purpose of the activity was to develop 
a revised set of Research Terms and 
Conditions (RTC) to implement the 
Uniform Guidance.   
•  The original RTCs were intended to be a 

model implementation of OMB Circular A-110.   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Participating Agencies 

• Department of Agriculture: NIFA 
• Department of Commerce: NIST/NOAA 
• Department of Homeland Security 
• Department of Energy 
• Department of Transportation: FAA 
• Environmental Protection Agency 
• NASA 
• NIH – co-Chair 
• NSF – co-Chair 
 

 



High-Level Concept 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The previous versions of the RTC had a side-by-side format, with the text of A-110 on one side and the RTC interpretation on the other side.  UG is quite long and it covers a lot more guidance than that specifically related to research.  So the WG decided to take a different approach with this implementation and developed an overlay of the UG.  



High Level Concept (Cont’d) 
The Research Terms and Conditions Overlay: 
• Incorporates the entire Uniform Guidance by reference, 

clarifying or supplementing select provisions where 
appropriate and consistent with government-wide 
research policy.  

• Examples: 
– 200.17, Cluster of programs identifies the types of 

programs that share common compliance requirements, 
and include research and development, student financial 
aid, and other clusters.  RTCS specify that all awards that 
incorporate the research terms and conditions meet the 
definition of Research and Development and auditees 
should identify them as part of the R&D cluster on the 
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA). 
  
 



High Level Concept (Cont’d) 
– 200.301, Performance measurement outlines the requirement 

that “the Federal awarding agency must require the recipient to 
relate financial data to performance accomplishments of the 
Federal award. Also, in accordance with above mentioned 
standard information collections, and when applicable, 
recipients must also provide cost information to demonstrate 
cost effective practices (e.g., through unit cost data).” RTCs 
specify that,  “For awards that support research, there is a 
standard information collection method (i.e., the Research 
Performance Progress Report) for performance that does not 
relate financial information to performance data. Therefore, 
there is no such requirement.”  
 



High Level Concept (Cont’d) 
– 200.306, Cost sharing or matching states that 

unrecovered indirect costs may be included as cost 
sharing or matching only with the prior approval awarding 
agency.  RTCs specify that, “The recipient may include 
unrecovered indirect costs as part of cost sharing or 
matching without prior approval.”  
 

– 200.328, Monitoring and reporting program performance. 
RTCs specify the Federal awarding agency must utilize 
the Research Performance Progress Report for use in 
reporting all research and research related activities. 
  

 

 



High Level Concept (Cont’d) 

– 200.343, Closeout, states that “The non-Federal entity must 
submit, no later than 90 calendar days after the end date of the 
period of performance, all financial, performance, and other 
reports as required by the terms and conditions of the Federal 
award. The RTCs specify that “The non-Federal entity must 
submit, no later than 120 calendar days after the end date of 
the period of performance, all financial, performance, and other 
reports required by the terms and conditions of the Federal 
award.   

– 200.407 Prior written approval, provides a listing of all prior 
approval requirements.  The RTCs have a listing of all waived 
prior approvals, and, all those prior approval requirement 
approval requirements that have not been waived.   

 



Companion Documents 
The following additional documents are included in the 
implementation of the RTCs: 
 
• Appendix A, Prior Approval Matrix 

 
• Appendix B, Subaward Requirements Matrix 

 
• Appendix C, National Policy Requirements Matrix 

 
• Agency Specific Requirements 



Appendix A: Prior Approval Matrix 



Appendix B: Subaward Matrix 



Appendix C: National Policy 
Requirements Matrix 



Federal Register Comments: 
Themes 
The Federal Register comments can be 
grouped into 3 overarching themes: 
 
• Requests 
• Concerns 
• Positive Feedback 
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Federal Register Comments: Themes 

Requests for: 
 
• Additional clarification  

 
• Deviations from the Uniform Guidance 
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Federal Register Comments: Themes 

Concerns over: 
 
• The inclusion of references to OMB FAQs 
• Agency implementation plans and agency 

participation 
 
Positive Feedback: 
 
• Received for many sections of the Draft Research 

Terms and Conditions Overlay 
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OMB Review and Changes  

• FAQs are now meant to provide additional context, 
background and clarification. 

• Reference to waiver from procurement standards was 
eliminated.   
– AICA raises micro-purchase threshold to 10K.  

• §200.210 Information contained in a Federal Award was 
deleted. 

• Waiver of the prior written approval for fixed amount 
subawards at any amount was removed. 

• “Shall” changed to “must” throughout the document. 



Implementation Process 

 
 
 
 
 

RTC 
Working 
Group 

Initiate 
Formal 
OSTP 

Clearance 
Process 

Clear 
Through 

OMB 
Implement 

RTC working 
Group 
reconvened 
and resolved 
comments. 

OMB/OFFM  
conducted 
Regulatory 
Review of the 
Final RTCs.  
 

Each agency 
will implement  
according to  
the agency 
implementation 
plan. 

• RBM 
• SBS 

Subcommittee 
• Committee on 

Science 



Agency Implementation 

• DOE  April 2017 
• NIH  April 2017 
• NSF  April 2017 
• USDA/NIFA June 2017 
• Commerce October 2017 
• DOT/FAA October 2017 
• NASA  October 2017 
• DHS  October 2017 
• EPA  December 2017 
 



RTC Website 



Questions?  
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