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1. Federal Financial Transparency: Requirements of the DATA Act and 
the Federal Funding Accountability & Transparency Act (FFATA) 

2. Data transparency vision, goals, and approach 

3. Implementation strategy and approach 

4. Implementation governance 

5. Implementation major design elements 

6. Short-term implementation approach and roadmap 

7. Discussion and Questions 
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Objectives 



  

 Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA): Award 
level reporting  

  

 Data Accountability and Transparency Act (DATA Act): Data standards & 
all agency financial reporting; pilot to streamline recipient burden 
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Federal Financial Transparency:  
FFATA and the DATA Act 



Data Transparency Vision 

Approach 
 Data-centric – Focus on managing data and systems as opposed to massive new system changes 
 Incremental –  Release data as it becomes available 
 Reuse– Maximize and leverage use of existing processes/investments 
 Collaborative – Feedback from multiple stakeholders drives incremental design improvements 
 Iterative/Agile – Conduct small scale pilots 
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Vision 
Provide reliable, timely, secure, and consumable financial management data for the 
purpose of promoting transparency, facilitating better decision making, and 
improving operational efficiency. 
 

Better Data, Better Decisions, Better Government 
 

GOALS 
 Capture and make available financial management data to enable the data consumers to  

follow the complete life cycle of Federal spending -- from appropriations to the 
disbursements of grants, contracts, and administrative spending 
 

 Standardized information exchanges – definitions and format – to enable timely access to 
discoverable and reusable detail transaction level data 
 

 



DATA Act in Context of Spending Life Cycle 
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Receipts/ 
Financing 

Note: This visual is illustrative and is not intended to be a precise depiction of the Federal spending life cycle. 

Agency 
Program 



Lead 

Treasury  
(Data Transparency 

PMO) 

OMB  
  

Design and 
Implement 

Treasury 
Data Exchange Standards 

Treasury  

Blueprint/roadmap 
between data elements 

OMB 
Data Definition Standards 

OMB  
Pilot to Reduce Admin 

Burden 

Treasury 
 Data Analytics 

Support 

Senior 
Accountable 
Officials from 

Federal Agencies 

Consult 

Industry 

Non-Federal 
stakeholders 

Federal Lines of 
Business 

Executive Steering Committee – OMB and Treasury 

Governance and Implementation Structure 

Inter-Agency Advisory Committee – OMB, Treasury, OSTP, GSA and 
Representatives from: CFOC, BOAC, ACE, COFAR, CAOC, CIOC, PIC 
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Implementation Workstreams* 

*Amended FFATA sections only 
7 



DATA Act Milestones 
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2015 

DATA Act 
Enacted 

(May) 

• Issue guidance to 
agencies on data 
standards and conduct 
pilot (May) 

• Establish pilot to 
standardize financial 
reporting (May) 

• Agencies report 
information in 
accordance with the 
standards.  Information 
published on public 
website (May) 

• Report on results of 
reporting pilot (August) 

First IG 
report 
(Nov.) 

• Agencies implement 
June 2013 OMB memo 
on data quality (Q1) 

• USAspending 
transitioned to Treasury 
(Feb.) 

2014 2016 2017 

Launch 
improved 

USAspending 
(March) 
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USAspending short-term 
improvements 
 

DATA Act Requirements 

OMB Guidance to 
agencies to reduce 
reporting burden 
(August) 

2018 



Resources 
USA S PEN DING.GOV 

G I T H UB S I T E :  H T T P:/ /F ED SPEN DIN GT R ANS PAR EN CY.GIT HUB. IO/  
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http://fedspendingtransparency.github.io/


Questions? 
K A R E N  F.  L E E   
O F F I C E  O F  M A N A G E M E N T  &  B U D G E T  
K L E E @ O M B . E O P. G O V  
 
 
R E N ATA  M A Z I A R Z    
D E PA R T M E N T  O F  T R E A S U R Y  
R E N ATA . M A Z I A R Z @ F I S C A L .T R E A S U R Y. G O V  
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mailto:klee@omb.eop.gov
mailto:renata.maziarz@fiscal.treasury.gov
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