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Electronic Research 
Administration (eRA) Committee

• Purpose:
• Update you on Federal agency activities with regard to 

SciENcv
• Stimulate discussion and thinking about how the research 

community can further adopt this resource

• Speakers:
• Bart Trawick (NCBI/NIH); Director, Customer Services 

Division
• Michelle Robbs (DIS/NSF); IT Project Manager

• Panelist:
• Jean Feldman (DIAS/NSF); Head, Policy Office



• Adoption Survey
• My institution is not adopting SciENcv because we 

have other preferred options

• My institution has not adopted SciENcv; researchers 
can use it if they like

• My institution is considering adoption, but there is 
something blocking it

• My institution is considering SciENcv adoption, and 
would support researchers in transitioning to it

• My institution has adopted SciENcv, and is supporting 
researchers in transitioning to it



SciENcv Update
Federal Demonstration Partnership, 13 January 2021

Bart Trawick, PhD



SciENcv = Science 
Experts Network 
Curriculum Vitae

Use your data from multiple systems to support 

funding applications, reporting, and 

collaboration with less burden and complexity

Current Features
NIH biosketches, NSF biosketch, NSF Current and Pending Support, Dept. of Ed. IES biosketch

Integration with ORCID, Fastlane, PubMed/PMC, and eRA Commons

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv

Reduce 

Burden
Leverage 

Data

Track 

Impact

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv


NSF Proposal and Award Policies and 
Procedures Guide, 185 pages

NIH SF424 Application guide, 310 pages

Reduce dependency on agency administrative guidelines



Applicants can use existing agency accounts

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv


Applicants can use multiple agency accounts



Local NCBI authentication to be phased out in 2021
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The power of linking data!



Support NIH Policy and Return On Investment

…ensure a continued high return on the public investment in research.
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SciENcv Biosketch Forms

NIH Biosketch

NSF Biosketch



Pre-populate from Commons or ORCID

NIH Biosketch



Control over your data
Show/hide 

item

Create new 
entry

New entry
dialog box

Delete/edit 
existing items



Using citations with SciENcv biosketches

ORCID data feedMy Bibliography Collection



Using citations in SciENcv: large author lists



Using citations in SciENcv: large author lists



NIH Biosketch NSF Biosketch

SciENcv outputs PDFs in agency-approved formats

5-page 
limit

2-page 
limit



NIH Biosketch NSF Biosketch

SciENcv Biosketch Output



NIH Biosketch

SciENcv has a common data model: copy data to another format

Go from here…

NSF Biosketch

To here!

Or here!



SciENcv: NSF Current & Pending Support

PDF

XML attachment



SciENcv Features

Create & store 
multiple biosketches

plus C&PS forms Output PDFs on demand

From scratch, from a data source, 
or copied from an existing biosketch

Have a delegate 
manage accounts



SciENcv growth
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SciENcv, by the numbers

278,000 

Documents 

generated

Account linkages 

60,000 Commons

47,000 ORCiD

18,000 NSF

24,000

Public 

Biosketches

As of 1/12/2021



More information

SciENcv is available at:
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv

My NCBI documentation:
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3843/

SciENcv questions/feedback: info@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
NSF Login and usage questions: 1-800-381-1532 or rgov@nsf.gov

NSF Policy questions: policy@nsf.gov

SciENcv video overview:
http://youtu.be/PRWy-3GXhtU

SciENcv for NSF Users: Biographical Sketches:
https://youtu.be/nk7qlbele0k

SciENcv for NSF Users: Current and Pending Support
https://youtu.be/bhWQYvEEtJs

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3843/
mailto:info@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
mailto:rgov@nsf.gov
mailto:policy@nsf.gov
http://youtu.be/PRWy-3GXhtU
https://youtu.be/nk7qlbele0k
https://youtu.be/bhWQYvEEtJs


January 2021 

NSF Update on the 
Biographical Sketch and 

Current & Pending Support 
Approved Formats



Background

• Beginning October 5, 2020, the requirement for 
PIs and Senior Personnel to submit Biographical 
Sketches and Current & Pending Support using an 
NSF-approved format (SciENcv or NSF Fillable 
PDFs) was enforced in the following systems:

• FastLane, Research.gov proposal submission

• Project Reports – upon upload

• Grants.gov – after receipt at NSF

• Biographical Sketch and Current & Pending 
Support documents not in an NSF-approved 
format trigger a compliance error preventing 
proposal submission or completion of the post-
award action.
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MONTH NSF CVs ON 
SCIENCV

C&PS 
documents ON 
SCIENCV

Sep 2020 917 453

Oct 2020 3865 2106

Nov 2020 4909 3874

Dec 2020 3155 2313



Common NSF Fillable PDF User Support Issues
Form Issue Frequency Guidance/Resolution

C&P Support PDF Extra/blank pages for C&P Support High - Proceed w/ submission of 
extra pages or 

- Prepare in SciENcv

BioSketch PDF Allotted space does not flex to fit 5 product citations High - Modify product citations to fit 
the space allocated (use of et 
al, remove URLs, etc)

- Prepare in SciENcv

C&P Support PDF 
BioSketch PDF

Errors when attempting to view previously uploaded 
PDF documents in FastLane and Research.gov

Note: Due to the number of PDF preparation tools 
available, NSF cannot monitor or control which 
software was used to populate or save fillable PDFs 
and some cause PDF generation failures

Medium - Updated PDF generation tool 
version (iText) to reduce 
instances of these issues 
(November 2020)

- Prepare in SciENcv

BioSketch PDF POLICY QUESTION: 2-page BioSketch Limit Is Not 
Enough Space

Medium - The 2-page limit is enforced 
per NSF Policy

C&P Support PDF 
BioSketch PDF

The PI used a PDF Preparation Tool that altered the 
data being validated by NSF systems

Low - Prepare documents using 
Adobe Reader

- Prepare in SciENcv
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Note: evaluation of potential changes to the NSF Fillable PDFs for BioSketch and C&P Support documents are underway



Common SciENcv User Support Issues
Form Issue Frequency Resolution

C&P Support POLICY QUESTION: Cannot include support for which there 
are no person months committed 

Medium - Individuals should only 
include projects to 
which they are 
committing time

C&P Support POLICY QUESTION: How should PIs document months 
committed for sources of support/in-kind contributions that 
operate on a fiscal year calendar?

Ex: if your fiscal year is September 2019 through August 2020

Medium - PIs should enter the 
later of the two years 
in the "Year" field if 
operating on a FY 
calendar

- NCBI is evaluating 
potential FY specific  
enhancements 

BioSketch Imported ORCid citations are long and result in documents 
more than 2 pages

Medium - Manually edit citations 
to list one or more of 
the authors and then 
"et al” 

- Update/remove long 
URLs
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Common SciENcv User Support Issues
Form Issue Frequency Resolution

BioSketch Order of appointments not as expected due to concurrent 
appointments

Low - Select “Use this entry 
as the position title 
and current 
employment” for the 
appointment you wish 
to list first

BioSketch Special characters in product citations (e.g. subscript, 
superscript, Greek letters) are not included in the SciENcv 
generated PDF as expected

Low - NCBI is evaluating 
potential 
enhancements 
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