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SciENcv Overview 

 
• SciENcv = Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae 

 
• SciENcv interagency working group:  

DOD, DOE, EPA, NIH, NSF, USDA 
 

• Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) request 
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Problems 
Duplicate data and wasted effort: Awardees have to curate and combine data that is 
scattered across public and private sources- ORCID, SCOPUS, PubMed, RPPRs, Vivo, Trellis, 
etc. 

Poor tracking and measurement– Federal funders can’t track their impacts on scientist 
careers, especially across different agency funders. 

Inefficient biomedical networks –(mentoring, reviewer selection, collaboration, etc.) do not 
fully use modern technology 

National Academies findings on Burden-  (also related legislation-See Appendix for more information): 

[A]gencies often require the submission of [the same] information in very dissimilar forms and formats…[T]hey make use of diverse 
databases …[that] may be inaccurate or outdated, which means the investigator may need to invest significant time and effort to make 
certain that the information … is corrected and/or up to date…[U]se of multiple diverse databases creates difficulties with research proposals 
that involve researchers from diverse disciplines.  

The committee recommends that Congress task a single agency with overseeing and unifying efforts to develop a central database of 
investigator information.  
– Each investigator should be assigned a unique identifier linked to the database and accessible to all federal funding agencies. 
– In order to assure the currency of information in the database, information in the database should be maintained by individual 

investigators.  
– The database should include each investigator’s relevant personally identifiable information, CV, and a list of the investigator’s 

publications or links to a third-party site listing the investigator’s publications.  
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Solution-  
SciENcv = Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae 

Vision- Let investigators harvest their data from multiple systems to support funding 
applications, reporting and collaboration with less burden and complexity 
Goals 

– Reduce burden of applying for federal funds and maintaining federal profiles 
– Track impact of federal investments in science and scientist careers through scientist-

curated data  
– Support collaboration and networking services to find reviewers, collaborators, 

mentors, etc.  
Products to date 

– NIH biosketches, NSF biosketch 
– Embedded XML 
– Integration with ORCID, Fastlane 
– Internal refinements: user testing, adopting agile software principles 

Oversight 
– SciENcv interagency working group: DOD, DOE, EPA, NIH, NSF, USDA 
– Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) request 
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SciENcv Metrics 
FY17 Projection 
• Per user O&M costs decrease 

32% (~$3.30/user) 
 
FY16 Stats 
• Current O&M cost per user  (FY16 

O&M): ~$4.90/user 
• Growth per month (users with 

biosketch): ~1900 
 
Current Stats (April 2016) 
• Total users with biosketches: ~60,000 
• Total biosketches: 87,468 
• Public biosketches: 13,437 
• Private biosketches: 74,031 
• Number of accounts linked to eRA: 27,418 
• Number of accounts linked to ORCiD: 6,192 
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Downloads from SciENcv 
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Sharing SciENcv Profiles 
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Sharing SciENcv Profiles 
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Sharing SciENcv Profiles 
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New for SciENcv 
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Selecting citations 

Show/hide 
pick list 
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New functionality 



Search PubMed directly from SciENcv 
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New options for adding citations to My Bibliography 
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Additional citations types added to My Bibliography 
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Bulk upload citations in MEDLINE or RIS formats 
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1. Click “Upload a file” button 

2. Choose MEDLINE or RIS file 

3. Success message 



Support for U.S. Department of Education 
 Institute of Education Sciences Biosketch Format 

Coming June, 2016 
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The New NIH Biosketch 
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Why? 

Allows applicants to:  

• describe the magnitude and significance of their 
scientific contributions (including publications) 

• provide more detailed information about their 
research experience in the context of the proposed 
project  

 
 

19 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-15-032.html 



NIH Biosketch spotter’s guide 
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New NIH biosketch, Section A 
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New NIH biosketch, Section C 
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Biosketch tweaks– Version C to Version D 
Key Policy tweaks 

– Minimize overstuffing- no graphics 
– Citation Enhancements 

Allowing non-peer reviewed publications to be included to correspond with the 
allowance of other non-peer reviewed research products (from ‘reference up to four 
peer-reviewed publications or other non-publication research products’ to ‘cite up to 
four publications or research products’)   

– If applicant provides a URL to their publications, it must be on a federal 
(.gov) website  

Key clarifications 
– Integrating instructions for institutional research training, institutional 

career development, or research education grant applications with main 
biosketch 

– Clarifications to ensure junior applicants can better describe their 
productivity 
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Biosketch tweaks– Version C to Version D 
Minor Policy/instruction tweaks 

– Requesting people add other names used to author research 
products in section A  

– Citation Enhancements 
• Adding research products as allowable citations to section A to correspond with 

their allowance in Section C  

– Deleting the requirement that the past 3 years of research support 
are listed in order of relevance.  

Minor Clarifications 
– Extensive changes for clarity- Using shorter sentences, bullets and 

shorter paragraphs 
– Clarifying that the URL for a publication list is optional (as always 

intended, and conveyed in the FAQ) 
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Questions on NIH Biosketch changes? 
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Getting Started with SciENcv 
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SciENcv homepage: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv 

 
 

Where to start? 
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv


Linking an eRA Commons account 
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First time using this sign in pathway? 

Linking an eRA Commons account 

Accounts are now 
linked! 
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Other sign in options 
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Linked accounts 
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My NCBI main page 
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SciENcv main page 
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SciENcv and NSF 
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NSF SciENcv Pilot – Smoke Test Only 
 

• Important Note:  It is not recommended that users 
submit biosketches from the tool at this time 
– This pilot is designed purely to gauge user feedback and assess 

the functionality 
– Updates are still being made to the tool so that it will generate 

NSF-specific biosketches  
– Users and submitting organizations will still be required to 

ensure their submittals are in compliance with NSF Policy 
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Creating a new NSF SciENcv profile 

From Scratch From an external source 
(Including ORCiD) 

Duplicate an 
existing profile 
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Creating a new NSF SciENcv profile 
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Helpful Links 

• My NCBI documentation: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3843/ 
 

• Movie tutorial on managing compliance: 
http://youtu.be/JYODIOD_YYE 

 
• NIH Public Access Policy homepage: 

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/ 

 
 

• SciENcv is available at:  
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/account/  

 
• SciENcv documentation: 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv  
 
• SciENcv video overview: 

http://youtu.be/PRWy-3GXhtU 
 

Provide feedback to info@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov 
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