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Agenda
● The Integrated Award Environment (IAE)
● Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)
● SAM.gov Transition
● Questions / Feedback 
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▪ Reducing barriers for doing business with 
the Government

THE INTEGRATED

AWARD ENVIRONMENT

▪ Increasing transparency into federal spending

▪ Increasing accountability in the award process

▪ Reducing reporting burden

▪ Increasing data quality and integrity
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Unique Entity ID



• Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) - A number or other identifier 
used to identify a specific commercial, nonprofit, or 
Government entity.  The Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) is used 
within SAM.gov and IAE as a primary key to uniquely identify an 
entity or part of an entity.

• Unique Entity - An entity or part of an entity whose identifying 
information does not match that of any other entity doing 
business with the federal government.

• Entity – Organizations or individuals applying for financial 
assistance, contract awards, loans, grants, or who need to 
register to do business with the federal government, including 
but not limited to sole proprietors, corporations, partnerships, 
government agencies, non-profits, etc.
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Terms to Know



• Today, the D-U-N-S® number is used as the Unique 
Entity Identifier for doing business with the U.S. 
Government. 

• IAE is moving to a new, non-proprietary identifier 
requested in, and assigned by, the System for Award 
Management (SAM.gov). 

• The standard for the new Unique Entity Identifier 
was published in the federal register. 
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Transitioning to a 
new Unique Entity 

Identifier

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/10/2019-14665/unique-entity-id-standard-for-awards-management
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  Getting to a new SAM.gov Unique Entity ID
         A government-wide effort to decouple Unique Entity Identifier from entity validation services 

○ 2015 and 2016 – Changing regulations (2 CFR and FAR) to remove specific reference to 
Dun and Bradstreet and the DUNS number to lay the foundation for decoupling

○ 2017 – GSA issued two Request for Informations (RFI) to engage the public and 
government on entity validation services and Unique Entity ID options

○ 2017/2018 – Analysis of RFI feedback and development of Request for Proposal
○ August 2018 – Request for Proposal issued for Entity Validation Services inclusive of 

new government-owned UEI approach
○ 2018 and 2019 - Interagency working group creates SAM-generated Unique Entity ID 

standard
○ March 2019 – new entity validation and verification contract awarded
○ July 2019 - UEI Standard published in Federal Register

○

https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=ddb0f121fd9619b9f9b2abb9cbcd8f65&_cview=0
https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=ae35e6ac4de286111f3428432d5d8c6a
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Unique Entity ID

What is changing? 
● The Unique Entity Identifier used to do business with the government is 

changing.
● The process to get a Unique Entity Identifier to do business with the 

government is changing.

By December 2020, the D-U-N-S® number will no longer be the official 
identifier for entities doing business with the U.S. Government
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Unique Entity ID Details

● The letters ‘O’ or ‘I’ will not be used, to avoid confusion with zero and one
● The first character will not be zero, to avoid cutting off digits that can occur during data imports - e.g. into 

spreadsheet programs
● Nine-digit sequences will not be used in the identifier to avoid collision with the nine-digit DUNS® number 

or Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)
● The first five characters will be structured to avoid collision with the Commercial and Government Entity 

(CAGE) code formatting 
● The Unique Entity ID will not be case sensitive
● The final character will be a checksum of the first 11 characters
● The Unique Entity ID will not contain the entity’s Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) Indicator.  The EFT 

Indicator will remain a separate field in SAM.gov.

New data element assigned by SAM.gov. It is stored as a twelve (12)-character, alpha-numeric value within 
databases and passed as such within interfaces and extracts.  This 12-character value will adhere to the following 
rules:
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EFT Indicator

● Today  the DUNS+4 field in SAM.gov is used to identify additional bank accounts 
associated with a single SAM.gov registration.  The DUNS+4 is a separate field from 
the DUNS field in SAM.gov.

● The DUNS+4 is not provided by D&B, but is determined by the entity during 
registration

●  DUNS+4 field name will transition to “EFT Indicator.”
● When a new Unique Entity Identifier is assigned to an entity registration in SAM.gov, 

the existing  DUNS+4  (EFT Indicator) data will not change. 
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Current Unique Entity ID Assignment Process

Today:
● Entities go to Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) to request their D-U-N-S ® number. 

○ Only after their D-U-N-S ® number is assigned, can they go to the System for Award 
Management (SAM.gov) and register to do business with the government.

● Entities must record any changes to their legal business name and physical address with D&B.
○ Only after their D-U-N-S ® record is updated, and the data is available to SAM.gov, can 

they update their entity registration.
● Entities may have to contact two different help desks if they have questions about their 

Unique Entity Identifier.
○ They contact the D&B help desk for issues related to their D-U-N-S ® number or D-U-N-S ® 

record and the Federal Service Desk (FSD) for help with their SAM.gov entity registration. 



● Entities will go to a single place, SAM.gov, to:
○ Request their Unique Entity ID and 

register their entity to do business with 
the U.S. Government.

○ Make any updates to their legal business 
name and physical address associated 
with the Unique Entity ID.

● Entities will have a single customer support 
helpdesk for all Entity ID and entity 
registration issues.

                New Unique Entity ID Assignment Process

By December 2020, we 
will make it easier to get 
a Unique Entity ID by 
streamlining the request 
and ongoing 
management process: 
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Determining a Unique Entity
The definition of what makes an entity unique is not changing.

● IAE acquires commercial entity validation services (EVS) to 
validate entity uniqueness and entity core data

● Uniqueness is based on an entity being a separate legal entity 
and/or associated with a separate physical address.

● Based on the uniqueness determination, a Unique Entity 
Identifier is assigned to that entity.



Unique Entity ID 
Transition

Over the next eighteen months, we will 
transition to the new unique Entity 
Identifier.

Transition Phase: (July 2019- 
December 2020) DUNS number 
remains the official identifier. 
Sometime during this period 
GSA assigns SAM-generated 
Unique Entity ID to all SAM 
records.

Future State: Transition 
Complete (By December 
2020) SAM-generated Unique 
Entity ID is the official 
identifier.   DUNS number 
retained for historical 
purposes.
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Unique Entity ID Transition Phase
Transition (July 2019 - December 2020):
● The D-U-N-S ® number remains the official identifier for doing business with the U.S. Government. 
● Entities continue to register in SAM using the D-U-N-S ® number assigned by Dun & Bradstreet (D&B).
● Entity uniqueness continues to be validated by D&B as part of D-U-N-S ® number assignment process.  
● GSA publishes updated technical specifications, which include the new SAM-generated unique Entity 

ID, for interfacing systems.
● GSA develops tools needed to generate unique Entity IDs.
● GSA begins to assign, and make visible, new SAM-generated unique Entity IDs for all entity 

registrations, contract opportunities, award reporting, subcontract reporting, and past performance 
reporting. 

● GSA develops interface to new entity validation service provider to determine entity uniqueness.
● GSA supports robust testing of new interfaces with agency systems.
● GSA communicates upcoming changes to stakeholders, sharing more detail as available.



Federal Demonstration Partnership - 9/24/2019
SAM.gov  |  For People Who Make, Receive, and Manage Federal Awards

Unique Entity ID Future State

Transition Complete (By December 2020):
● The SAM-generated unique Entity ID becomes the official identifier for doing 

business with the U.S. Government.  
● Entities will be assigned Unique Entity Identifiers in SAM.gov as part of the 

entity registration process. 
● Entity uniqueness is determined by the new entity validation service provider. 
● D-U-N-S ® numbers already assigned to records are retained for historical 

purposes.
More transition information will be shared on the Unique Entity ID Update page as 
it becomes available

https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/organization/federal-acquisition-service/office-of-systems-management/integrated-award-environment-iae/iae-press-kit/unique-entity-identifier-update
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IAE Implementation Schedule

The high level implementation schedule will be released in FY2019 Q4. 

Implementation schedule will provide timeframes for key events:

• User engagement/alpha testing of the new functionality 

• Data services specifications (APIs and extracts) 

• UEI assignment/visibility in SAM.gov

• Exposure of entity uniqueness and entity core data to the entity

• Use of the UEI  for reporting within IAE



Frequently Asked Questions on 
(gsa.gov/entityID)
● Will GSA automatically assign the new UEI, or does the entity have to take action to register?
● As an existing entity, will we be notified of our automatically-assigned UEI? 
● Do you have to be active in SAM.gov to get a UEI assigned?
● Will the UEI be available for registering entities immediately or will they have to wait a period 

(like with obtaining a DUNS today) for the UEI to become active before it can be registered? 
● Will the format (character length, alphanumeric, etc.) of UEI be the same as the existing DUNS?
● When including alphabetic characters in the UEI, will those alphabetic characters be stored / 

displayed as capital letters or lower-case letters? For example, A, B, C or a, b, c? 
● What kind of reference data elements / underlying data will be captured for each of the UEIs?
● Will there be a hierarchy of UEI like there is for DUNS that relates "child" entities to their 

"parent" entities? 
● Will the actual cutover date be in December 2020? 
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Staying Involved

• www.GSA.gov/entityid contains up-to-date information on 
the transition.  Questions to entityvalidation@gsa.gov  

• Subscribe to: 
https://interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-environ
ment-iae-industry-community

• API specs inclusive of UEI are posted at: 
https://open.gsa.gov/api/entity-api/

http://www.gsa.gov/entityid
https://interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-environment-iae-industry-community
https://interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-environment-iae-industry-community
https://open.gsa.gov/api/entity-api/
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The SAM.gov 
Transition
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CFDA PPIRS*
(Merged 
with 
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SAM.gov Modernization
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Nov 
2019

Mid 
FY20



beta.SAM.gov launched in Q4 FY17.

Current operational systems will run in 
parallel to the beta site and will remain 
the authoritative sources until they are 
decommissioned.

beta.SAM.gov will eventually become 
SAM.gov. 

Transition Approach
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Login.gov
GSA will continue to use login.gov after the transition

● Legacy SAM.gov roles  will transfer
● Entities and government users who 

ALREADY have an login.gov or SAM.gov 
account will NOT need to create a new 
one.
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What will be new at transition time?
● SAM.gov Home Page

● Your Workspace (currently My SAM page)

● Role Management

● Online Help
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What is not changing at transition time?
● Entity Registration Process

○ Data Entry Screens

○ DUNS number as the Unique Entity ID

○ Validation with DUN & Bradstreet

○ One time notarized letter for new registrations

● Status Tracker

●
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The New Home Page
● SAM.gov is now the official site for assistance 

listings, wage determinations, and contract 
opportunities also

● Register Entity, Check Status, and Search still 
featured

● Emphasis on SAM.gov as the official U.S. 
government website

● Trademark application is pending for the new logo
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DRAFT
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The New Workspace
● Replaces the My SAM page

● What you see is role based

○ Supports all of the SAM.gov domains

● Consolidated requests and messages

● Consolidated user directory and role management

● Data Entry Screens are the original SAM.gov screens
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Proposed Non-Federal Roles for Entity 
Registration

Role Permissions
Entity Administrator ● Create Entity Registration

● Deactivate Entity Registration
● Assigns roles and permissions for the entity

Data Entry ● Update Entity Registration
● View Draft Entity Registration

Viewer ● View entire entity registration data, including sensitive data 
fields
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Proposed Role Assignment

How Role is Obtained

Role Top-Down Assignment Bottom-Up Request

Entity Administrator Yes No

Data Entry Yes Yes

Viewer Yes Yes
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Role Assignment
Mock Up

DRAFT



What can you do to prepare?
● Keep your login.gov account and roles at SAM.gov 

current

● Login at beta.SAM.gov to test your account (your 
roles won’t have moved yet)

● Sign up for our Interact group (see next slide)

● Watch SAM.gov for more information
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The Integrated Award Environment

GSA Federal Acquisition Service
1800 F Street NW, Washington, D.C.

Email: IAEOutreach@gsa.gov

To Get Involved: 
https://interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-environment-iae-industry-community

For Developers to Stay Involved:
http://gsa.github.io/openIAE

Additional Questions?

https://interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-environment-iae-industry-community
http://gsa.github.io/openIAE

