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Agenda
• Research.gov Upcoming Changes
• Research.gov Screen Preview
• NSF.gov Redesign
• Breakout Discussions



Coming Soon: Proposal Prep
Key updates include:
• Enhanced flexibility for PDF Upload Sections!

– PDF compliance checking enhancements to increase flexibility 
including additional font type/size updates

– Warnings for unsupported font size(s) and font type(s)
– Initial support for LaTeX source PDF documents

• COA updates to expand column sizes, special character 
handling, and instructional updates

• Video script job aids embedded on user interface screens
• Addition of PI column on In-Progress Proposals Screen
• iText (PDF generation and compliance checking) and Ember 

(frontend framework) upgrades

Release will be available on September 24, 2018
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Coming Soon: Account Mgmt
Administrators can remove users that have not been migrated to the 
new account management system

– FastLane users that have not onboarded to Research.gov Account 
Management

Release will be available on October 22, 2018

NSF is continuing to reconcile duplicate accounts and we encourage 
people to open tickets with ITHC if they need to have their accounts 
fixed. The process is moving much faster now, but we still have a high 
volume of tickets. This Fall, we plan to start contacting users using 
aliases as their primary email address. These users will be asked to 
provide individual email addresses, if they have not already done so, 
because NSF is not supporting aliases for account recovery email 
addresses.
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Stay in touch
• Listserv to get updates on events and enhancements to 

Research.gov and/or FastLane.  Sign up by sending an email to: 
system_updates-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov

• System-to-System Partners of NSF listserv. Send subscription 
request email to: s2s_partners-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov

• Automated Proposal Compliance Checks
• Account Management FAQ
• Proposal Submission Modernization FAQ (Now with videos!)
• NSF ERA Forum - https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp

mailto:system_updates-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
mailto:s2s_partners-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/autocheck/compliancechecks_jan18.pdf
https://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Desktop/Single_ID_FAQs.pdf
https://www.research.gov/research-portal/appmanager/base/desktop?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=research_node_display&_nodePath=/researchGov/Service/Desktop/ProposalPreparationSiteFAQ.html
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp


Collaborative Proposal with 
Subawards:

Add a Subaward Organization 
Scenario
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7

A collaborative 
proposal with 
subawards is 

started

The user will 
navigate to Manage 
Organizations and 
Personnel to add a 

Subaward 
Organization
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A Subaward 
Organization can be 

added

The Awardee Organization is 
automatically displayed based on 

the PI on the proposal
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First, search for an 
organization by name or 

DUNS number

After selecting the Subaward 
Organization the user can 
proceed to the next step
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Next, search for the 
Subaward PI by NSF ID or 

email address

After selecting Subaward PI the 
user can proceed to the next step
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Confirm the information, and the Subaward 
Organization and Subaward PI will be added
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The Subaward Organization and 
Subaward PI are successfully 

added



Collaborative Proposal with 
Subawards:

Personnel – Version 1 Scenario
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Personnel from both the Awardee Organization 
and Subaward Organization(s) are displayed on 

one tab

To add a 
new co-PI, 

click the Add 
co-Principal 
Investigator 

button
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The user will perform a search by NSF ID or 
email address

After selecting the co-PI, the user adds this 
person to the proposal
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The co-PI is successfully added to the proposal



Collaborative Proposal with 
Subawards:

Personnel – Version 2 Scenario
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The user navigates 
to Manage 

Organizations and 
Personnel



19

In this version, each organization has a separate 
screen for personnel
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All personnel for the Subaward Organization can 
be added on one screen
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The user will perform a search by NSF ID or 
email address

After selecting a co-PI, the user adds 
this person to the Subaward Personnel
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The co-PI is successfully added to the 
Subaward personnel



Collaborative Proposal with 
Subawards:

Budget Scenario
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Budgets are available for the Awardee 
Organization, and any added 

Subaward Organizations

Click the Organization name to view 
and/or edit the budget

The total requested amount 
includes the Awardee 

Organization and any Subaward 
Organizations
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A budget is 
available for the 

Awardee 
Organization, and 
for each Subaward 

Organization

The Awardee Organization 
budget contains a line for 
each Subaward, which is 
automatically populated 

based on the total per year 
in the Subaward budget



NSF.gov Redesign



NSF.gov Redesign:  Find Funding
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Building a Better Web Together
• NSF’s website is undergoing a complete 

redesign.

• The Information Dissemination Branch/User 
Experience Section (IDB/UX) is reviewing 
parts of the site before the content migrates 
to the new system.

• One of the first areas for review is the “Find 
Funding” page.
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Current Version of Page
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Improving Usability
To make it easier to find funding information on 
the NSF website, we need input from you:

How you currently find funding information on 
the site

What would make it easier for you to find 
funding information

What suggestions you have for improving the 
current funding page
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• We look forward to talking to you this 
afternoon and putting your suggestions to 
work as we build a better web together. 
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Breakout
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